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Editor’'s Note

This month, we are proudly celebrating our 300th
issue of Focus. Even for a commercially produced
magazine, a 300th issue circulating for more than
30 years would be a considerable feat! But
considering that Focus is a small parish magazine,
produced by volunteers, makes it even more

amazing.

On 1st June 1995, the 'St Stephen's Parish Magazine’, founded in
1989, was reborn as Focus. The original parish magazine had been
made possible through the hard work of Martin and Julie Butcher,
Barry and Val Monchar, Tony and Elizabeth Richardson and Ann and
David Brisbown-Lee. Pauline Goodchild took over the editorship of
the new Focus magazine from June 1995, and alongside Beth
Cresswell and Elizabeth Richardson, produced a monthly issue, in
spite of no technology. A massive effort, when they would meet and
sort out all the pieces of paper, type them up, assemble them in
order and take them to the printer's. As Pauline had sometimes to
work away from home, this was not always easy. Pauline was at the
helm for 25 years!

I took over the editorship of the Focus from the start of 2020 with
the help of Microsoft Publisher and Martin Butcher. The COVID
pandemic did slightly throw things of f track, but the magazine
continued to be produced on the church website during those times.
The readership of Focus increased, online, during the first lockdown.
My dog, Mack, wrote an article for every issue during the year 2020
to 2021,(hidden talents), and when we were finally allowed to be
outside with family or friends, he would be recognised and fussed
over, by children and their parents, on the beach. He loved it!

On page 6 you can find some interesting facts about 1995.
Enjoy the nostalgial

Entries for future issues of Focus to be sent to

Focus.Mag.2023@StStephensHightown.org.uk

Please submit before last day of month
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Dear Friends,

| hope you all had a really good Christmas and New Year.
We were delighted to welcome so many new faces to
our services and events over the season, it was lovely to
see you, and there is always a welcome for you here.

This month on Sunday 1st, we celebrate the
‘Presentation of Christ in the Temple’, or Candlemas.
Our Christmas trees, cribs and decorations will then be
put away for another year, well not quite, but you know
what | mean! And before you know it, we are looking towards Ash Wednesday
and the start of Lent!

Lent invites us to pause, to take stock of our lives, our hearts, and our priorities,
and to make space for God’s gentle voice amid the noise of daily life.

For some, this season is marked by giving something, or several things up — a
small sacrifice to remind us of Christ’s great sacrifice for us.

For others, it’s about taking something on — a new habit of prayer, a daily act
of kindness, or taking time out each day to read and reflect on Scripture.
However we choose to journey through these forty days, the aim is the same:
to draw closer to the One who walked the road to the cross out of total love for
us.

This year, let us see Lent as an invitation. An invitation to slow down, to pause,
to listen, and to let God shape us more into the likeness of Christ. Whether in
the stillness of prayer, or worshiping together, or in the service of others, may
we find ourselves renewed in faith and hope as we journey onwards together
towards Holy Week and the triumph of Easter Day.

God Bless,
Keith

Wednesday 18th February
St Stephen’s Church
10.30am Service with Imposition of Ashes

7pm Service with Imposition of Ashes (Anglican
Churches Together of Altcar, Formby and Hightown)

A S H
WEDNESDAY
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Church Services at St Stephen’s

February
Sunday 1% Candlemas 10:30 | All-Age Eucharist
18:00 | Evensong
Wednesday 4" 10:30 | Eucharist
Friday 6" 09:30 | Morning Prayer
Sunday 8" _ L .
Second Sunday before Lent 10:30 | Eucharist with Healing
16:00 | Toddler Church
18:00 | Evensong
Wednesday 11" 10:30 | Eucharist
Friday 13" 09:30 | Morning Prayer
Sunday 15" _ .
Sunday next before Lent 10:30 | Eucharist & Sunday School
18:00 | Evensong
Wednesday 18" 10:30 | Eucharist with imposition of ashes
) Anglican Churches together
ASH WEDNESDAY 19:00 Eucharist with imposition of ashes
Friday 20™ 09:30 | Morning Prayer
Sunday 22" _ .
First Sunday of Lent 10:30 | Eucharist
18:00 | BCP Holy Communion
Wednesday 25" 10:30 | Eucharist
Friday 27" 09:30 | Morning Prayer
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Prayer Prompts for February
Mother Theresa’s Words on Love

WKk 1. Love 1s sharing, love 1s giving the best we have. We are carriers of God’s

love and whoever you are, you can become one also.

Wk 2. People today are hungry for love, which 1s the only answer to loneliness
and great poverty. In some countries there 1s no hunger for bread. But people are
suffering from terrible despair and hatred. They need someone who will

understand and respect them.

Wk 8. God 1s purity Himself, nothing impure can come before Him. God 1s love

and he loves us 1 spite of our sinfulness.

WKk 4 . All works of love are works of peace. We do not need bombs and guns to
bring peace, we need love and compassion. Let us understand that unless we are
full of God, we cannot give love and peace to others and we will not have peace 1n
the world.

Let us pray for the people of:
Riverside, Sandhills, Bankside and all those living on local farms.

Please pray for the repose of the souls of:

Robin Smith
Chris Cresswell

Helen Newlove

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May they rest in peace and rise i glory.

St Stephen’s PCC would like to thank all the
advertisers who continue to support our parish church.
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300 Issues ago in 1995: KR 3

Cost of Living Prices
800g white sliced loaf of bread 53p
Pint of milk 36p

The times they j are

Dozen eggs 63p a Cﬁang]mg]
Average house price £53,759 7wy Featy ey o1y o
Average annual salary £13,302 [~ New Service Times ~
Technology |

Toy Story - 1st feature length computer animate film.

Windows 95. Microsoft launched the game changing operating
system, a technological milestone.

Public Life

| John Major was Prime Minister.

‘| Princess Diana gave her famous Panorama

Parish Magazine of St. Stephen’s, Hightown inTer‘View.
& | TV
mﬁ:"&:i“::;‘m Blockbuster shows like ER and Friends
PRESENTS dominated. Father Ted had just appeared on our
SHAKESPEARE'S screens.
TWEBLFTH NIGHT

IN ST. STEPHEN'S HALL P I
wsonne s | Popular Toys

AT 7.30pm

Buzz Lightyear Ultimate Talking Action Figure
(Aw! He had a friend in me!)

Disney's Pocahontas dolls
Pop Music

1995 was a massive year for many of music’s top
female stars: Mariah Carey, Annie Lennox, Alison
Moyet and Celine Dionne to mention a few.

Top Baby Names
Girls: Jessica, Ashley, Emily and Samantha
Boys: Michael, Matthew, Christopher and Jacob
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‘Word Together”™
Bible Study

Every 2"9 and 4 Wednesday

g
! |

[t A e N . >

A o ";". g &

b <t v -

- :A 5

A 4 R <.

o X

y {3

‘Souper Troopers
Mondays
Noon-til- 2

in the Church Hall

All Welcome!
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Sunday Coffee Rota

1st Pam Bessant
8th Sue Taylor
15th Hilary Munro
22nd Dave Phillips

Coffee Morning

Saturday February 7th
10:00 till noon

St Stephen'’s Hall

Come and enjoy a bacon or
sausage barm and a cup of tea
or coffee

Prices for advertising per annum:

Brass Rota
Full page: £550
Half page: £275
Jan Williams Quarter page:£135
One eighth page: £70
E A.Jé ?J'_J’E Contact:
B A Adverts@StStephensHightown.org.uk
All Age Eucharist For Baptisms, Weddings
1st Sunday of Every Month and Funerals or any

10.30 at St Stephen’s

Appropriate for all age groups
from the old to the very young
Readings, prayers, hymns,
folk group and a
celebration of the
Eucharist

A less formal service with
the Eucharist at the heart

pastoral need, please
contact the Vicar,
Revd Keith Thornborough

at
St Stephen’s
on 0151 929 3097
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Who’s Who at St Stephen’s

Vicar

Revd Keith Thornborough

Associate Priest

Revd John Reed

Warden Judith Welch
Judith.Churchwarden@StStephensHightown.org.uk
Ward Jane Copeland
araen Jane.Churchwarden@StStephensHightown.org.uk
PCC Secretary Beryl Howard
PCC Treasurer Keith Aldis
Gift Aid Secretary Brian Taylor

Safeguarding

Cath Marshall
cathmarshall47@yahoo.co.uk

Electoral Roll

Beth Cresswell

Sacristan Team

Hazel Roberts

Health and Safety TBA
Flower Rota Sue Taylor
CMS Secretary Berenice Gibson

St Stephen’s Youth Club

Jane Croxton

Church Hall Bookings

Sally Fraser

Focus Editor

Colette Hudson:
Focus.Mag.2023@StStephensHightown.og.uk

Focus Adverts

Colette Hudson
Adverts@StStephensHightown.org.uk

Focus Distribution

Mr. and Mrs. K. Bradshaw

St Stephen’s Church
Website

StStephensHightown.org.uk
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Hightown Physiotherapy Clinic
physiotherapy and acupuncture
registered with the Health

-
and Care Professions council :g

k2

B '*?‘

Back & Neck Pain

Tricia Blyth M.C.S.P. g
Sports Injuries

07967 140809

Arthritis
25 Blundell Road, Post-Op Rehabilitation
Hightown Accupuncture

ABRAM FENCING

Est 1976 - "A Family Business"

Tel: 01704 889185 =t
- Mob: 07711 549489 .

=

| " I
Quality Fencing at affordable prices

Supplied or errected FREE ESTIMATES
Website: AbramFencing.co.uk

NCKSTARKRCCA SF

* accounts preparations for individuals,sole traders
partnerships, limited companies

* tax returns, corporate & individual

* payroll

* bookkeeping (SAGE a speciality)

* VAT

* business reviews

27 Holmwood Gardens, Formby, Liverpool, L37 1NH

01704 778303

n Estimat
704562564 & 07523 253391
' Specialists in all types of
* Flat Roofing

» Slating and Tiling

¢ Leadwork Repairs

¢ Storm Damage

* Guttering

Replacement Fascia

All Type of Roofing Repairs
Competitive Prices on UPVC

IGHTOW
ROOFING COMPANY
6 Elmcroft Lane, Hightown, Merseyside. L38 3RN

PROPRIETOR: DAVID FEALEY
for a FREE
no obligation quote call

Tel : 0151 929 3615
Mobile: 07970 688880
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¥ | The Wil Whiting Guitd (UK) Ltd or The WWG has been established for
i =y over 25 years, providing Will services across the Morth West. During this
g period, we have prepared thousands of Wills, many of which have been

The Will Writing Guild referrals and recommendations by ourexisting clients.

We offer the following services:
> Will and Updates
> Lasting Power of Attorney

» Probate Administration

> Protective Property Trust Wills
> Advice on Long Term Care

> Secure Document Storage

» Equity Release

* Free Home Visits

S [ B saeinde i

= :f!: L & -iH" becssiness with | :
= (A |nl DEUEEL | e
Q':-'n 2 2 # Wl Cods Dormpkam

Call Mo on Visit us online at Toa riag)

We'te hereto help L#) 01704 546688 = thewwg.co.uk call us

Dean Brothers | RE AR it

et & )\T7ZT .
Independent Family Funeral Services since 1827 S=an(e ",/7;75 At The nghtown

o Club
Monday 10.30-12.00 & 18.15-19.45

Tel: 01704 872023

At Dean Brothers we are very praud to be nearly 200 years old,
prwidiﬁg\ﬂ'riﬁg'; suppmm servicesto the lecal communities of TueSday 10.30-12.00
" Formby, Southport and surrounding areas. Please get in touch

Rose Billinge - mob: 07900 017 608
Email: rosebillinge@yahoo.co.uk

Matiomal Award Winning Services
Lowy Carbyan Footprint, green ensrgy supplied
Lukiry Chapels of Rest

Prepaid funeral plans
Merinbers of National Associations NAFD AND SAIF
SAIF Bereavement Care support For details, Please contact:

Brian Taylor: 0151 929 2720
Keith Aldis: 0151 929 3612

For regular giving—Everyone benefits

Google

wanleEd Cueh;mar Resierss

1 ] |O|
@ y Ecclesiastical R \i/ + L] ®e-*

PLANMING SERVICES

IETTEETETH
\ e PARISH SCHEME

g A

wnnw.deanbros.couk

St. Stephen’s Church—Hightown Page 11 February 2026



FEELING FLABBY, UNFIT
AND SICK OF DIETS?

WANT TO BE B-FIT + FABULOUS?

AS my FREE GIFT to you | will teach you how to:

Feel fabulous, toned, slimmer and healthier

Drop a dress size without calorie counting

Boost your energy and feel 10 years younger

Have the WOW factor

TO CLAIM YOUR FREE GIFT AND BOOK YOUR
FREE B-FIT B-FABULOUS SESSION WORTH £60

Call Gaynor on 07748 298 728 or email: Gaynor@B-Fit.uk.com
Only 6 places available — For success stories visit www.B-Fit.uk.com

THE COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST

@PHILS TREE CARE Ltd.

| —_— NAL A _—
Fully qualified and insured

Jubilee House, Altcar Road, Formby L37 8DL

www.philstreecare.co.uk . Pollardina

Tel: 01704 778512

lFiTC vf -

| Quolified workforce |
!

‘~ Blundellsands Sailing Club
g s Established 1907 Hiahtown

New sailing members welcome!

Whether you are a complete novice to sailing and want to give sailing a try
or are an experienced ocean dweller you are more than welcome at BSC.

If you are interested in joining the club or trying some sailing
with existing members, please contact:
Rohan Pickard - Commodore Deryk Johnson - Vice Commodore
Rohan.Pickard@Gmail.com DerykJ@Gmail.com
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THE VILLAGES

* Satterthwaites bakery products
* Tansey’s bakery products
& Greenhalgh’s bakery products

‘Paypoint services

* News & Magazines

* Milk & Dairy Payzone services

e Chilled & Frozen foods
* Fruits & Vegetables

* Groceries

+* Soft Drinks

e Alcohol

¢ Tobacco & E-cigs

* Household products

* Pet foods & Toys

ATM
Parcel service 4

Specuallst in W|IIs and Lastlng Powers of Attorney
Property Trust Wills

Legacies & Bequests

Home Probate Service

Free Home Visits

If you would like some information or some guidance,
please email me or send a message through the Website.

You can also contact me on 07926 587776 to make an appointment.

Caroline Speakman

Member of the Society of Willwriters
Email: southportwills@gmail.com &
Phone: 07926 587776 " &‘]

AR
O |

N

Website: www.southportwills.com

& -
$ (“""/; <~ 9 Safe to do
-~ NN v e o
= | & 45 = business with
< &
- ¥ Code Compliant
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LOVETOBUYYOURCAR.COM

We buy all kind of cars and
we’d love to buy yours!

Get your car valued by an expert, not a computer.
Any make, any model, regardless of age
or condition. We always offer a fair price.

We're a local, trustworthy company
who will come to you.

Call: Mike Braid 07887 637774

or email: info@lovetobuyyourcar.com

ENTER YOUR WHATSAPP OR RECEIVE A
REGISTRATION TEXT YOUR VALUATION

NUMBER DETAILS NEXT DAY

Ou
. . REAL voue

Or visit: www.lovetobuyyourcar.com and follow the steps above.

T —
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& Barringtons

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL SERVICES

Family owned and run business by David and Claire
Barrington. Offering care and support for a personal
and relevant service for all your arrangements.

- Arrangements made in your own home.

- Pre-paid funeral plans available from Ecclesiastical
Planning Services.

- Private chapels of rest available.
- Environmentally conscious funerals available.

- Free estimates given without obligation.

- Please visit our website for details of all our
fees and charges.

www.barringtonsfunerals.co.uk

o N o
Tl JI"I.?

e T ] ‘-‘."'-. ! I :
3 RECOMMENDED S A I F

(Jﬁ]mm.ﬁmml;.yrmlri) e

_;.f l'III"H-':I' TORS
Offices :
28 Crosby Road North, Waterloo, L22 4QF - 0151 928 1625
38 The Marian Square, Netherton, L30 5QA - 0151 329 3525

49 Liverpool Road, Formbu, L37 6BT - 01704 547851
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LOCKSMITHS Gieub it

ESTABLISHED 2000 RN —]

-!"' rl.."

A Registered Insured NCFE Certified Company

Call Paul for a Fast, Reliable, Professional Service

UPVC & WOODEN DOOR o TELEPHONE

SE:iClAUST | 01704 369930
rgency Door Opening MOBILE

UPVC Door Lock Repairs

UPVC Door Lock Changes szwﬁ;x‘!fm:’:u?ﬁz

UPVC Door Lock Upgrades —

Wood Door Lock Chﬂ"gES f‘; « “d. , S0
All Work Guaranteed ) O ™

ey

HIGHTOWN CLUB Thirlmere Road, Hightown, L38 3RQ

Founded 1907
CRICKET (MENS, LADIES, GIRLS) * SQUASH * BOWLS * TENNIS
VETERANS FOTBALL * CROSBY ST. MARY’S R.U.F.C. * SOCIAL CLUB

The Hightown Club is a village Sports and Members Club, which encompasses the heart of the
Hightown Community. We host a range of sporting activities for all age groups at casual and
competitive levels and we actively encourage the local community to enjoy the facilities at the
Club by attending our wide range and top quality events or just dropping in for a friendly drink in
our Sports Bar.

Sports Bar Opening Hours

Monday & Wednesday Closed. Tuesday & Thurs 6-10pm. Friday 6-11pm. Saturday 6-12pm. Sunday 1-9pm
Function Room for Hire for Special Events

Ideal for Celebrations, Christenings, Holy Communions, Weddings, Funerals, Conferences and Community Events.

For Catering Enquiries, Contact: Janet Holmes: 0151 929 2330 or 07504 399 103
For Membership Enquiries, Contact: Chris Scrine: 07884 491 806
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TOWER
. 8am - 8pm

Your Local Worcester Bosch Accredited Partner
365 days a year

6000

« Boiler Installations
+ Boiler/Fire Servicing and Repairs

« Radiators
" Power Flushing
« Smart Thermostats

+/ Emergency Line

Proud sponsors of - The Hightown &
St. Mary’s Cricket Club

www.tower .com

farmbyflooringcentre

Specialists in Carpets, Laminates,
Vinyls, Karndean

37 - 39 Three Tuns Lane, Formby, L37 4AQ
Tel: 01704 834 371 - EAK__._ 01704 875 233

A28 The Print Quarter.

- " Design Print

Ready when you need It...

/' Same Day Print!

from supplied print r'e(:iciyr files’

‘anly avallable-an salected service

www.ThePrintQuarter.com Emal: sales@pgsouthport.com Tel, ﬂITﬂ4 543010 5
Eldon Court, 39-41 Hoghton Street, Southpiort PRI ONS oo @®

A
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Bﬁuqueﬁ : Fhmwlr Crowns - C orsages (. 07714 087736

MIKE’S POWERWASH

Industrial Power Cleaning
of Patios & Drives

Phone Mike for your value price:

Tel: 0151 474 0760
Mob: 07738 304364

Law Limited

ALufumn ears
>

Wills and Powers of Attorey are powerful legal decuments. The skill in preparing the right document for
your circumstances comes from knowing to ask the right questions coupled with the experience and
expertise to draft it correctly; and thereafter ensuring that the formalities of finalising the document are
property adhered to. If you cut comers there is a risk that your loved ones will only discover the problems
when it is too late - causing them stress, heartache and unnecessary financial loss.

Don’t leave it to chance.

Make sure you only use an individual who personally is:

« a qualified professional = formally regulated by a recognised legal body

= a dedicated spedcialist + insured as per regulatory requirements

s highly experienced + accredited member of Solicitors for the Elderly and STEP

Elizabeth Foggin TEP, Solicitor at Autumn Years Law is your local expert in:
* Wills & Trusts = Lasting Powers of Atforney

« Court of Protection/ Deputyship  + Probate & Estate Administration

+ Lifetime & Inheritance Tax Planning + Elderly client services

Qur friendly approach is both compassionate yet professional and as a company we are committed to
providing you with high quality legal advice. Free home/hospital visits are available if you have physical
difficulties in being able to come to us.
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Private, ethical general practice

GP appointments
to suit you

Experienced GPs

Longer appointments
Face-to-face consultations
Medical weight management
Phone & video calls

Coils for HRT

Home visits Formby GP
4 Victoria Buildings

Victoria Road, Formby L37 7DB
01704 617050

GP www.formbygp.com

Easy Fundraising

St Stephens has have been using #easyfundraising to raise FREE
donations for the Church when we shop online. We have just been paid!
These donations will make a BIG difference and you can help during this

difficult time too - it only takes 2 minutes to sign up and 4,500+ shops
( including Amazon and Ebay) will donate for free, every time you shop
online with them!
Why not visit:

easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ststephenschhightown/
payments/605637b0af62fd200266cbd30/

to find out more ?
As that famous advertising slogan tells us: 'every little helps'.
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home instead.

Care starts at home

In-home care tailored to your needs.

@& Personal Care M Live-inCare
Companionship @ Home Help
@ NailCare = Dementia Care

01515261225

www.homeinstead.co.uk/liverpoolandsefton

Each Home Instead franchise is independently owned and operated. Copyright@ Home Instead UK® 2025
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Easy Eco Tips for God’s Good Creation

In the Bible, caring for creation is God'’s first instruction to humans.
This Lent, a time when Christians traditionally fast and focus on
God, we encourage you to take up our Lent challenge — living more

simply and finding new ways to cut your carbon footprint.
FEBRUARY

This Lent, take part in Climate Steward’s Carbon Fast. Lent is a time when
Christians traditionally fast and focus on God. The Carbon Fast will help you
consider ways to live more simply, give you new ideas to cut your carbon
footprint and invite you to focus on God and consider the whole of his
creation. Beginning on 5 March, you’ll receive a weekly email containing key
facts, suggestions for how you could reduce your carbon footprint and a
prayer to lead you through this Lenten season. Each week features a different
theme designed to help us take climate action in manageable ways that bear
witness to a God who has promised to restore all of his creation. Find out
more and sign up at climatestewards.org/resources/carbon-fast/

For more practical ways to enjoy, nurture and defend nature, sign up to
A Rocha UK’s Wild Christian email: arocha.org.uk/wild-christian

Smile Lines

A teacher told her class of young children to draw a picture of someone they knew. As they
drew, the teacher walked around keeping an eye on their progress. One little girl was
working diligently, and the teacher asked who she was drawing. The child replied, “I'm
drawing God.” The teacher protested that nobody had ever seen God so nobody knew
what he looked like. Without looking up, the girl said, “Don’t worry, they will in a

minute.”
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Hightown

The Happiest Place to Live? gy colette Hudson

Have you ever wondered why nobody publishes a special newspaper for good
news? I recently heard an interview, on Radio 4, with a journalist claiming
that the reason was that it wouldn't be news and wouldn't sell. She said that
the readership wouldn't pay to hear about the neighbour who went to mow the
lawn for the elderly gentleman next door, or the school child who had walked
to school, had their lessons, eaten their lunch and returned home safely.
Why? Because these are common occurrences and items that make the news
are much more rare. Most people are kind and honest, most children are not
abused, receive an education and have food to eat, and most people are not
beset by earthquakes or tsunamis. So the absence of a good news newspaper is
actually a positive and should give us comfort.

However, this being February and Valentine's day on 14th, I have been
reminded me of how lucky we are to live in this little known village of

Hightown, with its community of people who clearly show their support and
care for each other in practical ways, and I think it's worth sharing this good
news of sisterly and brotherly love:

My husband, David, had gone out walking our dog, Mack, on a late winter's
afternoon. He had been gone for a couple of hours, the weather was changing
for the worse, with squally showers coming in from the west, and the hours of
darkness were fast approaching. He didn't have his mobile with him, (no
surprises there), and according to the tracker, he had been in the one spot, in
the dunes between Hightown and Blundellsands, for 2 hours. I began to get
worried. Some of you may know that there is a Hightown Dog Walkers
WhatsApp group, primarily for use for when a dog has gone missing. It works
most efficiently. Well, as both my dog and my husband were missing, I put out
an alert on the app. I was overwhelmed and humbled by the responsel Within
minutes, several brave people, some of whom I knew and others I didn't, had
gone out in the most horrible weather conditions to look and call for them, yet
others, offered their support online should I have needed it. To cut a long
story short, David and Mack returned home safely that evening, neither of
them the worse for wear. Many thanks, once again, to all you kind -hearted
people.

If you have any good news stories, please send them in to Focus. Hightown
might attract the attention of The Happiness Research Institute,
Copenhagen, giving Denmark some competition as the happiest place to livel
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Date For Your Diary

World Day of Prayer Service, Friday 6th March 2026 at 2pm,
St Stephen’s

All Welcome

The World Day of Prayer is an international ecumenical Christian Iaywomen s
initiative. It is run under the motto "Informed Prayer |
and Prayerful Action" and is celebrated annually in over
170 countries on the first Friday in March. The 2026
World Day of Prayer materials from Nigeria bring us a
powerful invitation drawn from Matthew 11:28-30. At a
time when people worldwide are carrying heavy
burdens, our Nigerian sisters offer profound insights
into finding rest in God.

Through their exploration of different kinds of burdens - shame, systemic
oppression, religious persecution, poverty and despair - the writers help us
understand both the weight of human suffering and the depths of divine rest.
Their work shows us that true rest isn't just about
physical relief, but about transformation through God's
grace and community support.

% HYou'll find this theme beautifully expressed across all
program components. The Worship Service features a
playlet about a young girl named Chioma and stories of
three Nigerian women: Beatrice, Jato, and Blessing.
Their experiences reveal how God provides rest through community support,
faith, and hope.

The WDP Nigerian committee has woven together their cultural W|sdom with the
universal need for rest Through symbols like the '

and divine provision, they remind us how God meets
us in our weariness. As we prepare for WDP 2026, may
we learn to embody Jesus’ invitation: ‘Come to me, all
you who are weary.’ Together, let us become channels
of God’s rest in our troubled world.

Hymns for Professionals
Dentists: Crown Him With Many Crowns
Golfers: There Is A Green Hill Far Away

Librarans: Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silent
Contractors: The Church’s One Foundation
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Village Organisations and Activities

Tuesday Group, St Stephen’s Hall
Tuesday morning 10.30am

Beryl Howard
Jan Branigan

Hightown Friendship Group
1st Wednesday at 8pm
St Stephen’s Hall

Marjorie Walker

Gardening Club

Hilary Munro

Bowling Club, Sandy Lane

Diana Killen

Hightown Club

Chris Scrine

Blundellsands Sailing Club

Rohan Pickard
RohanPickard@gmail.com

Deryk Johnson
DerykJ@gmail.com

Yoga Classes, Hightown Club

Rose Billinge

Flower Show

Debbie Underhill

Open Mic Poetry Group
3rd Thursday 7.30pm
St Stephen’s Church hall

Sally Anne
tapiabowes@gmail.com
Alex

Craft Group, Every Thursdays

Sue Taylor

Hightown Parish Council

Jenny Farrar

clerk@hightownparishcouncil.uk
www.hightownparishcouncil.uk

Community Library, Alt Centre,
Lower Alt Rd. Mon 12-2,
Weds 11.30-12.30, Fri 10-12

Linda Munro
lindamunro@hotmail.com

Zumba Gold, Dance for all aged 55 plus,

Nicky Garsforth

Creo Dance Company
Mon Tues Wed Thurs Sat
Children 3 to 18 years

Georgia Cardwell
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JESUS OFTEN TOLD
STORIES WITH
HIDDEN MEANINGS
¥
ﬁ—‘ (ONE STORY WAS ABOUT A RICH
= | MAN WHO DECIDED TO HAVE A
PARTY

HE SENT OUT LOTS

OMNE MAN SAID HE HAD BOUGHT A
OF INVITATLIONS

FIELD, BUT MEEDED TO MEASURE IT

BUT PEOPLE STARTED
MAKING EXCUSES

ANOTHER MAN SAID HE NEEDED TO TEST
DRIVE THE OXEN HE HAS JUST PAID FOR

ANOTHER MAN SAID HE HAD JUST 6OT
MARRIED - AND HIS WIFE WOULDN'T
LET HIM OUT!

50 THE RICH MAN INVITED ALL
THE POOR AND NEEDY INSTEAD.

s o THE PARABLE MEANS WE SHOULDN'T MAKE
. 5 /—/ EXCUSES FOR NOT FOLLOWING JESUS.
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Mouse Makes

Read the story in @5

THETEMPTATION OF JESUS

After Jesus was
baptised in the River
Jordan where did the

How many days was
Jesus being tempted

by the devil? vz
O

What did Jesus eat? v2
L- What did the devil tempt

EMP
q‘c;i 1 4 }}O
< THE
DEVIL SAID:

“If you are God's Son order
this stone to tum info bread.”
JESUS REPLIED:
‘Man shall not live on
bread alone.”

Read Deuteronomy 8:3

WE LEARN: I.

Read the Bible __l

Luke4:1-13 7} ‘ ! Learn God's word.
4 LJEsustutumastDnemm?
D TEMpy- Eﬁ What did Jesus say? v3-4
@LD“ e g o
) DEVIL SAID: 1 What did the devil offer
“I will give you power Jesus if He worshipped him? <
and wealth if you worship me.” What did Jesus say? v7-8 C& o)
JESUS REPLIED: What did the
‘Worship the Lord your God | Aevil ask TWLDG
and serve only Him.” Jesus tado? ROGLORYLO
Read Deuteronomy 6:13 What did | BAPT I SED
WE LEARN: @ JFC& VOFOOTHD
Put God first
Worship only Him. ﬁ S E R V E B T I fi
FoJORDANIJEG
FORTYDAYSSONKLORDNH
TDOWNONWORSHIP T
TESTWORLDLTUNB /| o "%
LVTEMPTATIONGR DEVL Sk
“If you are God's Son throw
E I A M J E S U S F N G D E yourself down, the scriptures
NLKPDE S ERTER 0 A say God will take care of you.”
THOLYSPIRITYMD|  JESUSREPLED:
IMJERUSALEMFS J| ortmubercn
your God to the fest.”
WILDERNESS JUMP | ReadDeuteronomy6is
JESUS « BAPTISED » RIVER + JORDAN » HOLY SPIRIT* LED | WE LEARN;
WILDERNESS « DESERT « FORTY DAY'S « HUNGRY * DEVIL God cares, trust
TEMPTATION « STONE + BREAD « WRITTEN = SON « WORLD | Him do not test Him.
SERVE » GOD « HIGH

KINGDOMS = GLORY * WORSHIP »
CQ_ JERUSALEM » TEMPLE « SON « JUMP « DOWN + LIFT « FOOT » LORD « TEST « LENT

Jan26 @ deborah noble » panshpump co.uk
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Toddler Time

A new fun group for Toddlers 0-4yr and their carers!
$t. Stephen’s €hurch Hall
Fridays 10:00am-11:30am term ¢ime
Play- Craf¢- Snack- Story- Songs- Fun!
ALL WELCOME!

Tocdler Church

St Stephen’s Church

And Sunday of each month 4:00pm

A service for pre-schoolers and their families
Fun songs, a bible story, ¢craft and refreshments

Youth Club

From age 7
Friday Evening Term Time
6pm until 7:15pm

Contact: Jane Bessant 07776 305 660

Please note that there will be no youth club
during school holidays
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B R
ST srsphéu's CHURCH

EVERY 3* SUNDAY @ 10:30AM

TRERC LI CRERC LT

Magazine part-sponsored by John Gibson - notary services
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